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Welcome to the AMSSA newsletter.Welcome to the AMSSA newsletter.Welcome to the AMSSA newsletter.Welcome to the AMSSA newsletter.    
 

This issue:  
 
Page 2:    Latest news about the 2012 Auckland Conference 
           Subsidies available for AMSSA events in the conference “off-year” 
 
Page 3:    The icon of Our Lady of Mercy at Carmel College Auckland 

 
Page 4:    Advice from Catherine McAuley on how to celebrate Mercy Day              
 
Page 5:    An appeal from Kgwadu Primary School in South Africa   
 
Page 6:    New and helpful resource: Modern Slavery – the secret world of  

                     trafficking of women  
 
Page 7:    Another helpful resource: Prayers for Meetings – for meeting of  
                 boards, councils, committees, volunteers or staff of church    
                 organisations 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We welcome a contribution from your school for next term’s newsletter. Ask your  
development officer to send AMSSA one or two photos of images of Mercy and/or Catherine 
McAuley in your school, and add a few words of explanation if you wish.   
Email these to amssa@mercy.org.au.  (Deadline Friday 9 November).  
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Conference update: 
By now you should have received your copy of the conference invitation, 
or it will be arriving shortly. A copy is attached to this newsletter as well. 
The conference planning is well advanced and keynote speakers confirmed  
are Sr Megan McKenna, Debra Stephens (a bioethicist from New Zealand),  
and Sr Marilyn Lacey.  
 

Student delegates: 
Some of the schools have already begun working with neighbour schools to 
provide staff to accompany the student delegates to and from the conference. 
Students will be billetted by the families of the Mercy Colleges in Auckland. A 
reminder that the student accommodation with host families is only for the days 
of the conference. If you intend sending them earlier, or continuing the students' 
stay in New Zealand after the conference, your school will need to organize 
students' accommodation, and associated supervision, for these days 
yourselves. 
 

 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
AMSSA subsidies in the conference ‘off-year’ 
The AMSSA executive will be putting a proposal to the next Biennial General Meeting about 
events in the ‘off-year’ between AMSSA conferences. 
You will remember that in 2006 the Sydney Mercy schools hosted a two-day Pastoral 
Conference for Deputy Principals and Religious Education Co-ordinators. In 2008 many of the 
member schools and colleges participated in the Day for Young Mercy Leaders, again in Sydney 
because it was the venue for World Youth Day 2008.  
The Executive will be proposing that we offer to subsidise an event which a school or group of 
schools want/s to hold in your region. It may be for a particular group of staff (for example 
REC’s), or for student leaders.  
Any event would be held on behalf of AMSSA and would be open to all the AMSSA member 
schools and colleges. 
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Icon of Our Lady of Mercy, Mater Misericordiae  
at Carmel College From Kath Deady, Principal Carmel College Auckland 

 

The icon was a gift from the 

Carmel Old Girls to the school 

following our 50th Jubilee in 

2007.  Although it looks very 

old, it was commissioned only 

five years ago, and we as a 

school learned a great deal 

about the "writing" of an icon 

through working with Michael 

Pervan, who works from the 

Studio of John the Baptist and 

has produced icons for 

cathedrals, schools and parishes 

throughout New Zealand.   

 

The image was written on a 

timber panel prepared in the 

age-old way with Italian Gesso, 

a special recipe of rabbit-skin 

glue and gypsum.  The paint 

was egg tempera, freshly mixed 

in the studio in the traditional 

way.  More than the techniques, 

however, Michael taught us 

how to read the image.  Jesus IS 

the Mercy of God, who came to 

us through Mary, who richly 

deserves the title "Mother of 

Mercy".  Mary holds out to us 

the hand of her child, which will 

receive the nail, and the other 

symbols of his passion are 

engraved into the throne of 

Mercy.  Jesus' feet are turned in 

different directions, 

representing his dual nature, 

both human and divine.  The 

letters carved into the wood in 

both are Greek (mu, rho, theta, 

nu) which stand for Mother of 

God, the title given to Mary by 

the Council of Ephesus.   

Above all, Michael taught us to see the image as the Gospel in the Person - the good news of Mercy 

summed up in this image of Mary. 
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Advice from Catherine McAuley on how to celebrate Mercy Day 

From Familiar Instructions of Rev. Mother McAuley,  reprinted in Morning and 

Evening Prayer of the Sisters of Mercy 

 

In Keeping with our Holy Rule, we are to have unbounded confidence in the 

Blessed Virgin, we are to fly to her in all our difficulties and spiritual needs; and 

as a most efficacious means of securing her protection, we are to labour in 

earnest to imitate her virtues – her universal charity, her untiring patience, her 

profound humility, her unlimited obedience, her perfect conformity.  

Another practice, our Holy Rule mentions, is, that we are to celebrate her feasts 

with joy and devotion, congratulating her on her exalted privileges, exulting in 

her glory, which is ever increasing, by the devotion of her children on earth, 

rejoicing that she has won the heart of God himself, so that in her He takes 

delight. 
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An Appeal from South Africa 

 

 
 

We have had a request from the Kgwadu Primary School in South Africa where the principal 

is hoping to put his students in touch with some Australian students by email. 

The school’s website is www.kgwduprimary.co.za, and it has plenty of photos of the school 

and school community. 

 

In the area AIDS has taken a great toll, and of the thousand students in the school, more than 

three hundred of these have only one parent. Almost another three hundred have no parents. 

They are cared for by grandparents, while some of the orphans are cared for by the Sacred 

Heart (OLSH) Sisters. An Australian Sister of Mercy, Teresa Foley, works with the OLSH 

Sisters, and the request from the school comes via her. 

 

Obviously, the school would like some financial support as well, but the main interest is in 

finding some students who will start a conversation with the children via email. 

Contact: principal@kgwaduprimary.co.za. 

Mr Madikela Makgaba 

Principal 

Kgwadu Primary School 

122 Sekonye Village 

Botlokwa 

 

Private Bag X523 

Dwarsriver 

Limpopo Province 0812 

SOUTH AFRICA 
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